Approved For Release 2000/09/01 : CIA-RDP71T00730R000400270079-4
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25X1A9a
¥EMORANDUM FOR+ N

ATTENTION @ Chief, I/ER
SUBJECT : . Comments on CSM 33/59

REFERENCE :  C3M 33/89, 1 July 1959, Lags

1. The following comments have been recelved by this office
25X1X7 R~ the referenced memorandum
25X1X7 B concrolly agree with this memorandum but would
iike to make the following comments on points of detail.

1. 'The soures of the fooilnote to page 1 showing a
posgible lower target for 1965 was recently checked here becauss
of its disorepancy with previous statemente and we found it refers
only to saless of sets to the population, The considerably lower
figures are interesting but there is evidence of 2 large “stock Wn
hand® of eonsumer electronic squipment at the end of a year.
Conversely, is the USSR eiming to becorme a major exporter?

2. It is felt that the Soviet statement (your scurce No.7)
on page 2 that 9.5 million radic receivers were in use as of May 1959
prebably is misleading althoughl s not quite sure of the 25X1X
exaet interpretation, In the "Nationel Eeonomy of the USSR™ the
number of radio receivers listed under "commmnications™ for 1555
1s glven as 6,1 miliions. The 9.5 millions in May 1959 would imply
that not only all ths radio receivers in use prier to 1956 had been
retired but that a sonsiderable proportion of the 1956 produstion
had suffered ths asme fate,

Ve mee no resson to bellieve that this 4id oscur but
the theory that radio receivers shown ss communications points refer
only to those held by other than private cltizens of the UBSR is
aifficult to hold in view of the numbers of televiion recelvers
alsc showm in this category.
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It is argusble that a large number of television recelvers
in the USSR are held by orgenisations, clubg, etec., and possibly
by groups of indlvidusls but the 1955 statisties for television
recelivers shown as commmications points sppears to embrace
nearly all of the output of sets since 1950, less ressonsble
proportions for retivement and for stocks unasold at the end of 1955,
Hence our difficulty in interpreting such statements as that sbove."

25X1X7

2. Your return comments, if my,_ would

bs appreciated.
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